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Universal Accreditation Board Announces Oct-Dec 2006 Quarterly Results
Figures Signal Continued Growth in New APRs in 2007
NEW YORK, March 6, 2007 – The Universal Accreditation Board (UAB), the leading certification body for public relations professionals, today released Oct-Dec 2006 quarterly statistics for the Examination for Accreditation in Public Relations. This report covers the second quarter of the Accreditation program’s fourth year, reflecting the inception of the computer-based Examination with Readiness Review on July 1, 2003.
Oct-Dec 2006 Results & Quarter-Over-Quarter Comparisons
	Activity
	Oct-Dec 2005
	Oct-Dec 2006
	% Change
	Grand Totals Since July 1, 2003

	Candidate applications approved by UAB
	48
	99
	+106%
	1,123

	Candidates participating in Readiness Review
	49
	76
	+55%
	706

	Candidates Advanced from Readiness Review
	42
	63
	+50%
	599

	Candidates completing the computer-based Examination
	57
	68
	+19%
	542

	Candidates passing the computer-based Examination
	41
	46
	+12%
	375

	Computer-based Examination Pass Rate
	72%
	68%
	
	69%


“These quarter-over-quarter results are positive, showing an upward trend over the last few years, and we feel great about the program’s momentum this year,” said 2007 UAB Chair Marisa Vallbona, APR. ”In December alone, 37 candidates sat for the computer-based Examination, which is the highest monthly total, by a wide margin, since the Examination’s inception.”

The UAB approved 44 applications In October, the third-highest monthly total since the Examination’s  launch. In November, a significant milestone was reached when the 500th computer-based Examination was administered. And in December, 35 Readiness Reviews were administered, the second-highest monthly total ever.
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“We appreciate the efforts of the hundreds of Accreditation chairs who are working directly with candidates at the local level,” said Vallbona. The UAB continues to focus on equipping 

Accreditation chairs with the tools and support they need as they guide candidates through each phase of their preparation.

The attached bar graphs depict overall trends since the program’s inception, as well as the considerable fluctuation in month-to-month results. The average number of applications submitted per month remains steady at approximately 27. However, the average number of Readiness Reviews conducted monthly has climbed steadily, now standing at approximately 22. The average number of computer-based Examinations conducted monthly has risen at an even steeper rate, also now standing at approximately 22.

“These trends indicate that we need to step up our candidate recruitment efforts. Once in the pipeline, however, candidates are advancing from Readiness Review and successfully completing the Examination in greater numbers, demonstrating an increasing comfort level with the process,” said Vallbona.
The Universal Accreditation Board was established in 1998 by a coalition of public relations professional organizations that today includes the Agricultural Relations Council, Asociación de Relacionistas Profesionales de Puerto Rico, Florida Public Relations Association, Maine Public Relations Council, National School Public Relations Association, Public Relations Society of America, Religion Communicators Council, Southern Public Relations Federation and Texas Public Relations Association. Each organization contributes financial resources and senior-level volunteer members who represent a broad cross-section of the public relations profession.
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