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CONTACT:
Michael Tullier, APR – 2008 Chair, Universal Accreditation Board


334-844-1324 / mtullier@auburn.edu
Universal Accreditation Board Announces 
2007 Results and 2008 Leadership Appointments
NEW YORK, March 27, 2008 – The Universal Accreditation Board (UAB), the leading certification body for the public relations profession, today announced fourth quarter and calendar year 2007 results for the Examination for Accreditation in Public Relations, as well as appointments to the 2008 board.

Oct-Dec 2007 Results & Quarter-Over-Quarter Comparisons

	Activity
	Oct-Dec 2006
	Oct-Dec 2007
	% Change
	Grand Totals Since July 1, 2003

	Candidate applications approved by UAB
	99
	60
	-39%
	1,463

	Candidates participating in Readiness Review
	76
	79
	+4%
	993

	Candidates Advanced from Readiness Review
	63
	70
	+11%
	847

	Candidates completing the computer-based Examination
	61
	67
	+10%
	819

	Candidates passing the computer-based Examination
	39
	43
	+10%
	566

	Computer-based Examination Pass Rate
	64%
	64%
	
	69%


Calendar Year 2007 Results & Year-Over-Year Comparisons

	Activity
	2006
	2007
	% Change

	Candidate applications approved by UAB
	365
	340
	-7%

	Candidates participating in Readiness Review
	231
	287
	+24%

	Candidates Advanced from Readiness Review
	191
	248
	+30%

	Candidates completing the computer-based Examination
	200
	284
	+42%

	Candidates passing the computer-based Examination
	137
	198
	+45%

	Computer-based Examination Pass Rate
	69%
	70%
	


The attached bar graphs depict overall trends since the program’s inception as well as the fluctuation in month-to-month results.

“Observers may notice a change in our statistical reporting procedures,” said Michael Tullier, APR, 2008 UAB chair. “For the past couple of years we have presented annual figures based 
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on a June 30 year end, given that the reengineered Examination was introduced on July 1, 2003. However, we have now reverted to basing our reporting on the calendar year in order to better align with the reporting procedures of PRSA, which is the UAB’s chief supporter.”
While candidate applications dipped by 7% in 2007, all other metrics showed extremely strong gains over the previous year. “Accreditation chairs throughout the country have made significant strides in moving candidates through the Accreditation pipeline by ensuring that they are adequately prepared for the Readiness Review as well as sitting for the Examination. As a result, we welcomed 198 new APRs in 2007, a 45% increase over 2006,” said Tullier.

The UAB also announced the following appointments:
Michael J. Tullier, APR, has been appointed 2008 UAB chair. Tullier is director of External Relations for the Auburn University (Ala.) College of Education, and is an active volunteer in two UAB Participating Organizations: the Public Relations Society of America and the Southern Public Relations Federation.
Felicia Walker Blow, APR, and Jay D. Rayburn, Ph.D., APR, Fellow PRSA, have been appointed 2008 co-vice chairs. Blow is director of public affairs for Cox Communications, Chesapeake, Va. Rayburn is associate professor in the Florida State University Department of Communication, Tallahassee, Fla. Marisa Vallbona, APR, is the UAB’s immediate past chair. She is president of CIM Incorporated, La Jolla, Calif.

The following public relations professionals have been appointed by their respective organizations to serve as volunteer representatives on the UAB, joining 18 other professionals who continue to serve:

Public Relations Society of America

· Karen Halvorson, APR – OEG Energy Corp., Oklahoma City, Okla.
· Ann Peru Knabe, APR – University of Wisconsin, Whitewater, Wis.
· Marlene Neill, APR – City of Waco, Texas
· Gwyn Walcoff, APR – Chesapeake Communications Group, Annapolis, Md.
- more –
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Maine Public Relations Association
· Tina Clark, APR – Tri-County Mental Health Services, Lewiston, Maine
Southern Public Relations Federation
· John Forde, Ph.D., APR – Department of Communications, Mississippi State University, Starkville, Miss.

Religion Communicators Council
· Brian Gray, APR – National Catholic Education Association, Washington, D.C.

PRSA board member Margaret Ann Hennen, APR continues as the PRSA board’s liaison to the UAB.

The Universal Accreditation Board administers the Examination for Accreditation in Public Relations and coordinates all activities related to the Accredited in Public Relations (APR) designation. The UAB was established in 1998 by a coalition of public relations professional organizations including the Agricultural Relations Council, Asociación de Relacionistas Profesionales de Puerto Rico, Florida Public Relations Association, Maine Public Relations Council, National School Public Relations Association, Public Relations Society of America, Religion Communicators Council, Southern Public Relations Federation and Texas Public Relations Association. Each organization contributes resources and senior-level volunteer members representing all segments of the public relations profession.

For a complete list of UAB members and other information about the APR designation, visit www.praccreditation.org.

# # #
NOTE: Trend graphs follow.
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